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International terror defendants face longer prison terms than 
domestic counterparts, new study finds 


David Williams, center, is led by police officers from a federal building, May 21, 2009, in New York after being arrested on charges 
related to a bombing plot with three others in the Bronx. 
Associated Press 
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By J. DEAREN/M. R. SMITH 
Associated Press 
People convicted of crimes 
related to domestic extrem- 
ism face far shorter prison 
terms than those convicted 
in international terrorism cas- 
es, even when the crimes 
are similar, a new report on 
the outcomes of hundreds 
of federal criminal cases 
has found. The first-of-its- 
kind analysis, completed by 
terrorism researchers at the 
University of Maryland, was 
provided exclusively to The 
Associated Press. It comes 
after federal officials and re- 
searchers have repeatedly 
identified domestic violent 
extremists such as white su- 
premacists and anti-govern- 
ment groups as the most sig- 
nificant terror threat to the 
U.S. And it follows scrutiny of 
the outcomes of Jan. 6 cas- 
es, including for some Oath 
Keepers and Proud Boys 
who received sentences 
years lower than what was 
called for by prosecutors 
and sentencing guidelines. 
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International terror defendants face longer prison terms than 
domestic counterparts, new study finds 


Continued from Front 


President Joe Biden has 
echoed the concerns about 
domestic terrorism, calling it 
a “stain on the soul of Amer- 
ica” and the “ most urgent 
terrorism threat “ faced by 
the country, yet the new 
analysis shows that on aver- 
age, domestic extremists re- 
ceive more lenient penalties. 
“This research is significant 
in confirming empirically 
what many have long ar- 
gued: international terror- 
ism cases are sentenced 
more harshly than domestic 
cases, even when the con- 
duct is the same, and that 
these disparities are due 
to a combination of differ- 
ences in the law and biases 
in implementing them,” said 
Shirin Sinnar, a professor at 
Stanford Law School, who 
was not involved in the re- 
search but reviewed it at the 
request of the AP. 
Researchers at the University 
of Maryland’s National Con- 
sortium for the Study of Ter- 
rorism and Responses to Ter- 
rorism, or START, and its Cen- 
ter for Health and Homeland 
Security examined federal 
criminal cases between 2014 
and 2019 that were brought 
against people radicalized 
in the U.S. who were pursuing 
political, social, economic or 
religious goals. 
International terrorism cas- 
es were defined by the re- 
searchers as those in which 
the defendants had links to 
or were acting in support 
of terrorist groups or move- 
ments based outside the 
U.S., while domestic cases 
involved defendants con- 
nected to groups or move- 
ments that operate primarily 
inside the U.S. 
The analysis looked at 344 
cases, including 118 inter- 
national cases and 226 do- 
mestic cases, and found the 
disparities are caused by 
multiple factors, including 
the charges federal pros- 
ecutors choose to file, the 
laws that are on the books, 
as well as the sentencing 
decisions made by judges. 
Jan. 6 cases are not includ- 
ed in the analysis, which has 
not yet been peer reviewed. 
START’s Michael Jensen, a 
principal investigator of the 


study, said 2019 was chosen 
as a cutoff to ensure final 
outcomes of even the most 
complex cases were cap- 
tured. Still, he said, sentenc- 
ing gaps in the Jan. 6 cases 
that he’s analyzed also re- 
flect this disparity. Federal 
prosecutors have even tak- 
en the rare step of appeal- 
ing the sentences of some 
Jan. 6 defendants, including 
leaders of the Oath Keep- 
ers and Proud Boys, some of 
whose sentences were years 
below what federal sentenc- 
ing guidelines had laid out. 
START’s analysis found wide 
disparities in prison terms for 
similar conduct, which were 
most pronounced in certain 
kinds of cases. The largest 
was in cases where defen- 
dants plotted violent attacks 
that ultimately failed or were 
foiled, where international 
defendants received an 
average prison sentence 
of 11.2 years, compared 
with 1.6 years for domestic 
defendants. 
For violent cases that led 
to injuries, domestic defen- 
dants received on average 
8.6 years, versus 34.6 for in- 
ternational defendants. The 
disparity was smaller, but still 
significant, in violent fatal at- 
tacks with domestic cases at 
about 28.8 years and inter- 
national cases at about 39.2 
years. m Even terms of su- 
pervision after prison showed 
differences, with people 


charged in domestic cases 
getting an average of 3.5 
years, compared with more 
than 19 years supervision 
for international terrorism 
defendants. The research- 
ers at START point out that 
this is despite evidence that 
the recidivism rate is about 
50 percent for domestic ex- 
tremists — about the same 
rate for all federal offenders 
— and “vanishingly low” for 
international terror defen- 
dants. START controlled for 
factors already known to 
contribute to sentencing 
disparities, such as race, 
gender, criminal history and 
the use of so-called sentenc- 
ing enhancements that in- 
crease the possible prison 
time for certain crimes. Even 
accounting for these other 
factors, international defen- 
dants still receive harsher 
punishments on average. 
Pete Simi, a Chapman Uni- 
versity sociologist who has 
studied extremism for de- 
cades, said the imbalance in 
treatment of domestic and 
international cases reflects 
differences in the broader 
criminal justice system. 
Federal law makes a distinc- 
tion between international 
and domestic terrorism. The 
State Department has for- 
mally designated dozens of 
groups operating abroad as 
foreign terror organizations 
and even marginal support 
to such groups that doesn’t 


result in violence can be 
punishable by up to 20 
years in prison. There is no 
comparable designation for 
domestic extremists such as 
the Proud Boys, Atomwaffen 
or other groups with a history 
of violent plots and acts. 
Sinnar, who has written ex- 
tensively about terrorism 
cases, said the disparities 
are indicative of numerous 
biases throughout the crimi- 
nal justice system. 
“At least for Muslims, many 
cases that might be labeled 
‘failed or foiled’ plots were 
likely plots generated by 
government informants try- 
ing to goad individuals into 
crimes in the first place, and 
then foil them in order to 
arrest the supposed perpe- 
trators,” Sinnar wrote in re- 
sponse to AP questions. 
“It’s exactly in these ‘pre- 
ventative’ cases where you 
would expect to see the 
biggest differences -- as op- 
posed to the rarer cases that 
actually lead to fatalities, in 
which homicide charges 
are available regardless of 
the international/domestic 
distinction.” 
Indeed, a federal judge 
in March freed three men 
convicted in a post-9/11 
terrorism sting after deem- 
ing their lengthy sentences 
“unduly harsh and unjust.” 
The judge decried the FBI’s 
role in radicalizing them in 
a plot to blow up New York 


synagogues and shoot down 
National Guard planes, and 
reduced their mandatory 
minimum 25-year prison sen- 
tences imposed in 2011 to 
time served plus 90 days. 
In the cases studied, terror- 
ism-specific charges and 
sentencing enhancements 
that increase prison time 
were disproportionately ap- 
plied to international defen- 
dants. Chief among those is 
the material support statute 
that can only be used for 
cases linked to internation- 
al terrorist groups; a related 
statute that may be used for 
domestic terrorism was rarely 
invoked. Federal prosecu- 
tors used the international 
material support charge in 
50 percent of international 
cases; it was just half a per- 
cent in domestic ones – a 
single case. 
People charged in violent 
domestic cases also often 
faced less serious charges 
not often associated with 
crimes of terror, like illegal 
possession of firearms, the 
study found. The so-called 
terror enhancement that 
increases prison time was 
used in 60 percent of inter- 
national cases, compared 
with just 15.4 percent in do- 
mestic ones. 
George Varghese, a former 
national security prosecutor, 
said prosecutors had been 
hamstrung by how the law 
treats international terror 
differently than domestic 
extremism, but that courts 
also bear some responsibility. 
“These domestic terrorists 
are being treated more 
like run-of-the-mill criminal 
defendants and receiving 
sentences far below those 
of international terrorism de- 
fendants,” he said. 
One judge, U.S. District 
Judge Timothy Kelly, im- 
posed terms years below 
the federal guidelines when 
he sentenced Proud Boys 
including ex-national chair- 
man Enrique Tarrio and an- 
other leader, Zachary Rehl, 
both of whom were convict- 
ed of seditious conspiracy. 
The judge said at Rehl’s 
sentencing that he had as- 
saulted law enforcement by 
spraying a chemical irritant 
at them, then lied about it 
at trial.q 


Stewart Rhodes, founder of the Oath Keepers, speaks during a rally outside the White House in 
Washington, June 25, 2017. 
Associated Press 
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By LISA MASCARO, STEPHEN 
GROVES, FARNOUSH AMIRI 
and KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Re- 
publicans 
unanimously 
elected Rep. Mike John- 
son as House speaker on 
Wednesday, 
eagerly 
el- 
evating a deeply conser- 
vative 
but 
lesser-known 
leader to the major seat of 
U.S. power and ending for 
now the weeks of political 
chaos in their majority. 
Johnson, 51, of Louisiana, 
swept through on the first 
ballot with support from all 
Republicans anxious to put 
the past weeks of tumult 
behind and get on with the 
business of governing. He 
was quickly sworn into of- 
fice, second in line to the 
presidency. 
“The people’s House is 
back in business,” Johnson 
declared after taking the 
gavel. 
A lower-ranked member of 
the House GOP leadership 
team, Johnson emerged as 
the fourth Republican nom- 
inee in what had become 
an almost absurd cycle 
of political infighting since 
Kevin McCarthy’s ouster 
as GOP factions jockeyed 
for power. While not the 
party’s top choice for the 
gavel, the deeply religious 
and even-keeled Johnson 
has few foes and an impor- 
tant GOP backer: Donald 
Trump. 
“I think he’s gonna be a fan- 
tastic speaker,” Trump said 
Wednesday at the New 
York courthouse where the 
former president, who is 
now the Republican front- 
runner for president in 2024, 
is on trial over a lawsuit al- 
leging business fraud. 
Three weeks on without a 
House speaker, the Repub- 
licans have been wasting 
their majority status a mad- 
dening embarrassment to 
some, democracy in ac- 
tion to others, but not at all 
how the House is expected 
to function. 
President Joe Biden con- 
gratulated the new speak- 
er and said it’s “time for all 
of us to act responsibly” 
with challenges ahead to 


fund the government and 
provide aid for Ukraine and 
Israel. 
“We need to move swiftly,” 
the president said. 
In the House, far-right mem- 
bers had refused to accept 
a more traditional speaker, 
and moderate conserva- 
tives didn’t want a hard- 
liner. While Johnson had no 
opponents during a private 
party roll call late Tuesday, 
some two dozen Repub- 
licans did not vote, more 
than enough to sink his 
nomination. 
But when GOP Conference 
Chair Rep. Elise Stefanik 
rose to introduce John- 
son’s name Wednesday as 
their nominee, Republicans 
jumped to their feet for a 
standing ovation. 
“House Republicans and 
Speaker Mike Johnson will 
never give up,” she said. 
Democrats 
again 
nomi- 
nated their leader Rep. Ha- 
keem Jeffries of New York, 
criticizing Johnson as an 
architect of Trump’s legal 
effort to overturn the 2020 
presidential election he lost 
to Democrat Biden. 
With Republicans control- 
ling the House only 221-212 
over Democrats, Johnson 
could afford just a few de- 
tractors to win the gavel. 
He won 220-209, with a few 


absences. 
Jeffries said House Demo- 
crats will find “common 
ground” work with Republi- 
cans whenever possible for 
the “good of the country.” 
Lawmakers were quickly 
reconvening in what has 
been a shuttered chamber 
to consider a House reso- 
lution in support of Israel in 
the war against Hamas. 
Overnight 
the 
endorse- 
ments for Johnson started 
pouring in, including from 
failed 
speaker 
hopefuls. 
Rep. Jim Jordan, the hard- 
charging Judiciary Com- 
mittee chairman, gave his 
support, as did Majority 
Leader Steve Scalise, the 
fellow Louisiana congress- 
man, who stood behind 
Johnson after he won the 
nomination. 
“Mike! Mike! Mike!” law- 
makers chanted at a press 
conference after the late- 
night internal vote, sur- 
rounding Johnson and pos- 
ing for selfies in a show of 
support. 
Anxious 
and 
exhausted, 
Republican lawmakers are 
desperately trying to move 
on. 
Johnson’s rise comes after a 
tumultuous month, capped 
by a head-spinning Tues- 
day that within a span of 
a few hours saw one can- 


didate, Rep. Tom Emmer, 
the GOP Whip, nominated 
and then quickly withdraw 
when it became clear he 
would be the third can- 
didate unable to secure 
enough support from GOP 
colleagues 
after 
Trump 
bashed his nomination. 
“He wasn’t MAGA,” said 
Trump, referring to his Make 
America Great Again cam- 
paign slogan. 
Attention quickly turned to 
Johnson. A lawyer special- 
izing in constitutional issues, 
Johnson had rallied Repub- 
licans around Trump’s legal 
effort to overturn the 2020 
election results. 
Elevating 
Johnson 
to 
speaker 
gives 
Louisian- 
ians two high-ranking GOP 
leaders, putting him above 
Scalise, who was rejected 
by hard-liners in his own bid 
as speaker. 
Johnson is affable and well 
liked, and colleagues swift- 
ly started giving him their 
support. 
The 
congressman, 
who 
drew on his Christian be- 
liefs, said to the American 
people watching: “Our mis- 
sion here is to serve you well 
and to restore the people’s 
faith in this House.” 
Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., 
who led a small band of 
hard-liners to engineer Mc- 


Carthy’s ouster at the start 
of the month, posted on so- 
cial media that “Mike John- 
son won’t be the Speaker 
the Swamp wants but, he 
is the Speaker America 
needs.” 
Republicans 
have 
been 
flailing all month, unable to 
conduct routine business as 
they fight amongst them- 
selves with daunting chal- 
lenges ahead. 
The federal government 
risks a shutdown in a matter 
of weeks if Congress fails 
to pass funding legislation 
by a Nov. 17 deadline to 
keep services and offices 
running. More immediately, 
President Biden has asked 
Congress to provide $105 
billion in aid to help Israel 
and Ukraine amid their 
wars and to shore up the 
U.S. border with Mexico. 
Federal aviation and farm- 
ing programs face expira- 
tion without action. 
Many 
hard-liners 
have 
been resisting a leader 
who voted for the budget 
deal that McCarthy struck 
with Biden earlier this year, 
which set federal spending 
levels that far-right Republi- 
cans don’t agree with and 
now want to undo. They 
are pursuing steeper cuts 
to federal programs and 
services with next month’s 
funding deadline. 
Rep. 
Marjorie 
Taylor 
Greene of Georgia said 
she wanted assurances the 
candidates would pursue 
impeachment inquiries into 
Biden and other top Cabi- 
net officials. 
In all, some 15 congress- 
men, but no women, com- 
peted for the gavel over 
the past several weeks. 
During 
the 
turmoil, 
the 
House was led by a speak- 
er pro tempore, Rep. Pat- 
rick McHenry, R-N.C., the 
bow tie-wearing chairman 
of the Financial Services 
Committee. His main job 
was to elect a more per- 
manent speaker. 
Some Republicans and 
Democrats wanted to give 
McHenry more power to 
get on with the routine busi- 
ness of governing. q 


Rep. Mike Johnson, R-La., takes the oath to be the new House speaker from the Dean of the 
House Rep. Hal Rogers, R-Ky., at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Mike Johnson, a staunch conservative from Louisiana, is elected 
House speaker with broad GOP support 
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By DAVID SHARP 
Associated Press 
With mail theft and postal 
carrier robberies up, law 
enforcement officials have 
made more than 600 arrests 
since May in a crackdown 
launched to address crime 
that includes carriers being 
accosted at gunpoint for 
their antiquated universal 
keys, the Postal Service an- 
nounced Wednesday. 
Criminals are both stealing 
mail and targeting carriers’ 
so-called “arrow keys” to 
get access to mailboxes. 
“We will continue to turn up 
the pressure and put poten- 
tial perpetrators on notice: 
If you’re attacking postal 
employees, if you steal the 
mail or commit other postal 
crimes, postal inspectors 
will bring you to justice,” 
Chief Postal Inspector Gary 
Barksdale told reporters on 


Wednesday. 
The 
Postal 
Service 
an- 
nouncement on Wednes- 
day came against a back- 
drop of rallies by the Na- 
tional Association of Letter 
Carriers calling for better 
protection of carriers and 


harsh punishment for crimi- 
nals who rob them. They’ve 
been held across the coun- 
try in recent months, includ- 
ing one Tuesday in Denver 
and another Wednesday 
in Houston. “Postal carriers 
have to keep their head on 


a swivel. They have to take 
precautions to be extra 
vigilant with their surround- 
ings,” Rick Byrne, president 
of the Colorado State As- 
sociation of Letter Carriers, 
said Wednesday. 
Letter carriers are on edge 
after nearly 500 of them 
were robbed last year. 
Criminals increasingly tar- 
geted the mail to commit 
financial crimes like altering 
checks to obtain money. 
Postmaster General Louis 
DeJoy said in a statement 
that it’s important to pro- 
tect the “sanctity of the na- 
tion’s mail” but that his top 
priority is the safety of those 
delivering it. 
To reduce robberies, the 
Postal Service is in the pro- 
cess of replacing tens of 
thousands of postal carri- 
ers’ universal keys that are 
sought by criminals seek- 


ing to steal mail to commit 
check fraud, officials said. 
So far, 6,500 of the keys 
have been replaced with 
electronic locks in select 
cities, and another 42,500 
are set to be deployed, of- 
ficials said. The Postal Ser- 
vice has declined to say 
how many of the arrow 
keys are in service. 
To prevent mail theft, the 
Postal Service also has de- 
ployed more than 10,000 
high-security blue boxes in 
high-risk locations to pre- 
vent people from breaking 
into them. 
The 
Postal 
Service 
also 
implemented 
changes 
that 
reduced 
fraudu- 
lent 
change-of-a-address 
transactions by 99.3% over 
the past fiscal year, and 
they’ve 
reduced 
coun- 
terfeit postage by 50%, as 
well, officials said.q 


A United States Postal Service mailbox stands along Bonnie 
Brae Boulevard Monday, Aug. 17, 2020, in southeast Denver. 
Associated Press 


USPS touts crackdown on postal crime, carrier robberies, with 
hundreds of arrests 


By GEOFF MULVIHILL 
Associated Press 
The total number of abor- 
tions provided in the U.S. 
rose slightly in the 12 months 
after states began imple- 
menting bans on them 
throughout pregnancy, a 
new survey finds. 
The report out this week 
from the Society of Family 
Planning, which advocates 
for abortion access, shows 
the number fell to nearly 
zero in states with the strict- 
est bans but rose else- 
where, especially in states 
close to those with the 
bans. The monthly aver- 
ages overall from July 2022 
through June 2023 were 
about 200 higher than in 
May and June 2022. 
The changes reflect major 
shifts after the U.S. Supreme 
Court in June 2022 handed 
down its Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organiza- 
tion ruling, overturning Roe 
v. Wade, the 1973 ruling 
that had made abortion 
legal nationally. Since last 
year, 
most 
Republican- 
controlled states have en- 
acted 
restrictions, 
while 


most Democrat-controlled 
states have extended pro- 
tections for those from out 
of state seeking abortion. 
“The Dobbs decision turned 
abortion 
access 
in 
this 
country upside down,” Ali- 
son Norris, a co-chair for the 


study, known as WeCount, 
and a professor at The Ohio 
State University’s College 
of Public Health, said in a 
statement. “The fact that 
abortions increased over- 
all in the past year shows 
what happens when abor- 


tion access is improved, 
and some previously unmet 
need for abortion is met.” 
But she noted that bans 
make access harder and 
sometimes impossible for 
some people. 
Meanwhile, an anti-abor- 


tion group celebrated that 
the number of abortions 
in states with the tightest 
restrictions 
declined 
by 
nearly 115,000. “WeCount’s 
report confirms pro-life pro- 
tections in states are hav- 
ing a positive impact,” 
Tessa Longbons, a senior 
researcher for the Char- 
lotte Lozier Institute, said in 
a statement. 
Abortion bans and restric- 
tions are consistently met 
with court challenges, and 
judges have put some of 
them on hold. Currently, 
laws are being enforced in 
14 states that bar abortion 
throughout 
pregnancy, 
with limited exceptions, and 
two more that ban it after 
cardiac activity can be de- 
tected usually around six 
weeks of gestational age 
and before many women 
realize they’re pregnant. 
In all, abortions provided 
by clinics, hospitals, medi- 
cal offices and virtual-only 
clinics rose by nearly 200 a 
month nationally from July 
2022 through June 2023 
compared with May and 
June 2022. q 


Activists mark the first anniversary of the Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health Organization, by displaying neon signage in support of abortion access in front of the 
Supreme Court on June 23, 2023, in Washington. 
Associated Press 


Abortions in the U.S. rose slightly overall after post-Roe restrictions 
were put in place, study finds 
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By ROD McGUIRK 
Associated Press 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 
— A cruise operator that 
failed to cancel a voyage 
from Sydney that led to a 
major COVID-19 outbreak 
was ruled negligent in its 
duty of care to passengers 
in an Australian class-ac- 
tion case Wednesday. 
The Ruby Princess ocean 
liner left Sydney on March 
8, 2020, with 2,671 passen- 
gers aboard for a 13-day 
cruise to New Zealand 
but returned in 11 days as 
Australia’s 
borders 
were 
closing. COVID-19 spread 
to 663 passengers and 
claimed 28 lives. 
Passenger 
Susan 
Karpik 
was the lead plaintiff in 
the case against British- 
American cruise operator 
Carnival and its subsidiary 
Princess Cruises, the ship’s 
owner. Federal Court Jus- 
tice Angus Stewart ruled 
that Carnival had been 
negligent as defined by 
Australian consumer law 
by allowing the cruise to 
depart in the early months 
of the pandemic. He said 
Carnival had a duty to take 
reasonable care of her 
health and safety in regard 
to COVID-19. 


“I have found that before 
the embarkation of pas- 
sengers on the Ruby Prin- 
cess for the cruise in ques- 
tion, the respondents knew 
or ought to have known 
about the heightened risk 
of coronavirus infection on 
the vessel and its poten- 
tially lethal consequences 
and that their procedures 
for screening passengers 
and crew members for the 


virus were unlikely to screen 
out all infectious individu- 
als,” Stewart said. 
Carnival had already ex- 
perienced outbreaks on 
its cruises in the previous 
month aboard the Grand 
Princess off California and 
the Diamond Princess off 
Japan, the judge said. 
Carnival had failed to ex- 
plain why it offered free 
cancellation for all cruises 


worldwide 
leaving 
from 
March 9 the day after the 
Ruby 
Princess 
departed 
and suspended all cruises 
on March 13, he said. 
“To the respondents’ knowl- 
edge, to proceed with the 
cruise carried significant risk 
of a coronavirus outbreak 
with 
possible 
disastrous 
consequences, yet they 
proceeded 
regardless,” 
Stewart said. 


Susan Karpik had sued 
Carnival for more than 
360,000 Australian dollars 
($230,000). 
However, she was only 
awarded her out-of-pock- 
et medical expenses of 
AU$4,423.48 ($2,823.28) for 
reasons including that the 
judge did not accept she 
suffered from long COVID 
and that Carnival had re- 
funded all the passengers’ 
fares. 
But she said she was happy 
with the outcome. 
“I was very pleased with 
that finding. And I hope 
the other passengers are 
pleased with that finding 
too,” she told reporters out- 
side court. 
“I hope the finding brings 
some comfort to them be- 
cause they’ve all been 
through the mill and back,” 
she added. 
Her lawyer Vicky Antzoula- 
tos said other passengers 
who suffered worse conse- 
quences from their sickness 
could expect larger pay- 
outs. 
While Susan Karpik’s symp- 
toms were relatively mild, 
her husband Henry Karpik 
spent two months in hospi- 
tal and almost died from his 
infection.q 


by AMY TEIBEL 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli 
officials 
were 
outraged 
Wednesday over U.N. Sec- 
retary-General 
Antonio 
Guterres’ comment that 
the deadly Hamas attack 
on southern Israel “did not 
happen in a vacuum,” call- 
ing it justification for ter- 
rorism. Foreign Minister Eli 
Cohen canceled a sched- 
uled meeting with Guterres 
while Yad Vashem, Israel’s 
Holocaust memorial, said 
the U.N. chief “failed the 
test.” 
“I will not meet with the UN 
secretary-general. 
After 
the October 7 massacre, 
there is no place for a bal- 
anced approach. Hamas 


must be erased off the 
face of the planet!” Cohen 
posted Tuesday on social 


platform X, formerly known 
as Twitter. 
Israel’s envoy to the U.N. Gi- 


lad Erdan called for his res- 
ignation, saying Israel must 
rethink its relations with the 
world body. 
“We will refuse to grant vi- 
sas to U.N. representatives. 
We have already refused 
to give one to Under-Secre- 
tary-General for Humanitar- 
ian Affairs Martin Griffiths,” 
Erdan told Army Radio, ac- 
cusing Guterres of justifying 
a slaughter. “It’s time to 
teach them a lesson.” 
Israel historically has had 
tense relations with the 
U.N., accusing it of being 
biased against it. 
On Tuesday, Guterres ad- 
dressed a special Secu- 
rity Council meeting on 
the Israel-Hamas war that 
was sparked by the mili- 


tant group’s Oct.7 attack, 
which left at least 1,400 Is- 
raelis dead, and more than 
220 taken hostage. 
Israeli airstrikes have de- 
stroyed large swaths of 
the Gaza enclave, leav- 
ing at least 6,500 Palestin- 
ians killed, including over 
2,700 children, according 
to the Hamas-run Health 
Ministry. The U.N. chief told 
the council that he “con- 
demned 
unequivocally 
the horrifying and unprec- 
edented 7 October acts of 
terror by Hamas in Israel.” 
“Nothing can justify the de- 
liberate killing, injuring and 
kidnapping of civilians or 
the launching of rockets 
against civilian targets,” he 
said.q 


Susan Karpik speaks to media outside the Federal Court in Sydney, Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Carnival ruled negligent over cruise where 662 passengers got 
COVID-19 early in pandemic 


United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres speaks 
during a Security Council meeting at United Nations 
headquarters, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Israel accuses U.N. chief of justifying terrorism for saying Hamas 
attack ‘didn’t happen in a vacuum’ 
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By KAREEM CHEHAYEB 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — The leader of 
Lebanon’s Hezbollah group 
held talks on Wednesday 
in Beirut with senior Hamas 
and Palestinian Islamic Ji- 
had figures in a key meet- 
ing of three top anti-Israel 
militant groups amid the 
war raging in Gaza. 
In neighboring Syria, mean- 
while, state media said an 
Israeli airstrike hit the in- 
ternational airport in the 
northern city of Aleppo on 
Wednesday, damaging its 
runway and putting it out 
of service. There was no 
immediate comment from 
Israel on the reported strike. 
Following the meeting in 
Lebanon, a brief statement 
said 
Hezbollah’s 
leader 
Hassan Nasrallah agreed 
with Hamas’ Saleh al-Arouri 
and Islamic Jihad’s leader 
Ziad al-Nakhleh on the next 
steps that the three along 
with 
other 
Iran-backed 
militants should take at this 
“sensitive stage” in the Mid- 
dle East. 
Their goal, according to 
the statement carried on 
Hezbollah-run and Leba- 
nese state media, was to 
achieve “a real victory for 
the resistance in Gaza and 
Palestine” and halt Israel’s 


“treacherous and brutal 
aggression against our op- 
pressed and steadfast peo- 
ple in Gaza and the West 
Bank”. No other details were 
provided. 
The 
meeting 
came as the war between 
Israel and Hamas, the Pal- 
estinian militant group that 
rules the Gaza Strip, is now 
in its third week. The fight- 
ing, triggered by Hamas’ 
deadly incursion into Israel 


on Oct. 7 that killed more 
than 1,400 people in Israel, 
has killed more than 5,700 
Palestinians in Gaza. As 
the Gaza death toll spirals, 
tensions have also been 
rising along the tense Leb- 
anon-Israel border, where 
Hezbollah members have 
been exchanging fire with 
Israeli troops since the day 
after Hamas’ rampage into 
Israel. For now, those ex- 


changes remain limited to 
a handful of border towns 
and Hezbollah and Israeli 
military positions on both 
sides. Lebanese army sol- 
diers and United Nations 
peacekeeping forces have 
deployed in large numbers. 
Dozens of Hezbollah fight- 
ers have been killed in the 
clashes so far, the group 
says, while the Israeli military 
has also announced some 


deaths among its ranks. 
Nasrallah has yet to pub- 
licly speak about the war 
in Gaza and clashes along 
the Lebanon-Israel border. 
However, other Hezbollah 
top officials have warned 
Israel against its planned 
ground invasion into the 
besieged territory. 
Israeli officials have said 
they would retaliate ag- 
gressively in case of a cross- 
border attack by Hezbollah 
from Lebanon. 
“We will cripple it with a 
force it cannot even imag- 
ine, and the consequences 
for it and the Lebanese 
state (will be) devastating,” 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja- 
min Netanyahu said while 
visiting Israeli troops along 
the border with Lebanon 
on Sunday. 
Lebanon’s cash-strapped 
caretaker 
government, 
along regional and inter- 
national figures, has been 
scrambling to keep the 
country out of the war. 
Hezbollah and Israel fought 
a monthlong war in 2006 
that ended in a tense 
stalemate. Israel sees Iran- 
backed Hezbollah as its 
most serious threat, esti- 
mating it has some 150,000 
rockets and missiles aimed 
at Israel.q 


In this photo released on Wednesday, Oct. 25, 2023, by the Hezbollah Media Relations Office, 
Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, right, meets with Ziad al-Nakhleh, the head of 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, center, and Hamas deputy chief, Saleh al-Arouri, in Beirut, Lebanon. 
Associated Press 


Leader of Lebanon’s Hezbollah holds talks with senior Hamas and 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad figures 


By EDMAR BARROS 
Associated Press 
CAREIRO DA VARZEA, Bra- 
zil (AP) — As the Amazon 
drought rages on, pub- 
lic authorities in Brazil are 
scrambling to deliver food 
and water to thousands 
of 
isolated 
communities 
throughout a vast and 
roadless 
territory, 
where 
boats are the only means 
of transportation. 
Across 
Amazonas 
state, 
which has a territory the 
size of three Californias, 59 
out of its 62 municipalities 
are under state of emer- 
gency, impacting 633,000 
people. 
In 
the 
capital 
Manaus, Negro River a 


major tributary of the Ama- 
zon has reached its lowest 
level since official measure- 
ments began 121 years 
ago. 
One of the most impacted 
cities is Careiro da Varzea, 
near Manaus by the Ama- 
zon River. On Tuesday, the 
municipality 
distributed 
emergency kits using an 
improvised barge originally 
designed to transport cat- 
tle. 
The Associated Press ac- 
companied the delivery 
to 
two 
communities. 
It 
docked miles away from 
them, requiring residents, 
most of them small farmers 
and fishermen, to walk long 


distances through former 
riverbeds turned into end- 
less sand banks and mud. 
Each family received a ba- 
sic food package and 20 
liters (5.3 gallons) of water, 
enough for just a few days 
but a heavy burden to 
carry under the scorching 
heat. 
“I will have to carry the 
food package on my back 
for half an hour,” Moisés 
Batista de Souza, a small 
farmer from Sao Lazaro 
community, told the AP. He 
said the biggest problem is 
getting drinkable water. To 
reach the closest source 
demands a long walk from 
his house.q 


A resident of a riverside community carries a container of 
drinking water from an aid distribution due to the ongoing 
drought in Careiro da Varzea, Amazonas state, Brazil, Tuesday, 
Oct. 24, 2023. 
Associated Press 


In the Amazon, communities next to the world’s most voluminous 
river are queuing for water 


local a7 
Thursday 26 OcTOber 2023 


Papiamento words and phrases you may want to know! 


(Oranjestad)—Aruba is a potting 
melt of different nationalities, cul- 
tures and languages. Primarily for 
this reason, the average Aruban 
can understand and speak Dutch, 
English and Spanish relatively well. 
However, as much as we pride 
ourselves in being able to com- 
municate with almost everyone, 
we cherish our native tongue Pa- 
piamento above all else. Want to 
learn some common words in our 
language? Here are a few basic 
words and phrases that can get 
you a hat tip from an Aruban. 


When you arrive at the airport in 
Aruba, one of the first words in Pa- 
piamento you may encounter is 
“Bon bini.” Bon bini in Papiamento 
means welcome, and is probably 
the 
most 
famous 
Papiamento 
word for tourists. 


Hi! Bye! 
To be fair, there is no unique way 
to say “hello” in Papiamento. At 
least, not officially. We often just 
use the English “hello” or “hey”, or 
Dutch “hallo” to greet someone. 
We do however, always follow it up 
with “con bay?” or “con ta?” Con 
bay is a shortened version of “con 
ta bay?”, which essentially means 
“how are you?” 


The word “con” in Papiamento 
means “how?” and is pronounced 


with a rounder “o” sounds, like in 
the English word “cone”. “Ta bay” 
refers to how you are doing. 


When we say goodbye, we use 
the word “ayo” (not like the Ayo 
Rock Formation, but also…kinda?). 
We may also use “te oro”, which 
means “see you later”. 


Greetings during the day 
Most, if not all, languages have dif- 
ferent ways to greet according to 
the time of day, and Papiamento 
is no different. Since Papiamento is 
heavily influences from Portuguese 
and Spanish, some of these phras- 


es may look very familiar. 


1. Bon dia is used in the morning, 
up to about noon. Bon dia es- 
sentially means good morn- 
ing. The word “bon” means 
“good”, and while “dia” does 
not directly mean “morning” in 
English, it is used often to refer 
to the morning time. 
2. Bon tardi. In the afternoon to 
early evening hours, we use 
“bon tardi” to greet people, 
which means “good after- 
noon”. “Tardi” actually comes 
from the word “atardi”, which 
directly translates to “after- 


noon”. However, the short- 
ened “tardi” is used to keep 
the rhythm on the phrase. And 
the same could be said for our 
last greeting of the day. 
3. Bon nochi. You guessed it, “bon 
nochi” means “good night”. 
Just like “tardi”, “nochi” is ac- 
tually the shortened version of 
the word “anochi”. 
Yes…no…maybe? 
The affirmative and negative ex- 
pression is very simple in Papia- 
mento. Just like Spanish, our yeses 
are “si” and our no’s are “no”. Pret- 
ty easy right? If you want to gain 
some extra points from younger lo- 
cals, you can also say “se”, which 
is a more casual affirmative used 
mostly by the younger generation. 
However, do note: some older 
generations may find this improper 
and not respectful, so keep that in 
mind. 


Thanks man… 
Lastly, a word that we can also 
say more often is “danki”, which 
means literally “thank you”. “Dan- 
ki” is derived from the Dutch word 
“bedankt”. Though we don’t really 
have a translation for “I appreciate 
it” in English, we do use “masha 
danki” to convey the message. 
“Masha” means “a lot” or “very”, 
so “masha danki” means “thank 
you very much”. q 


Birds of Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — On May 11th, 2010, the Aruba 
Birdlife Conservation was founded with the aim 
of protecting the biodiversity in general and 
birds in and around Aruba in particular. 


Among other things, the foundation will focus 
on increasing the survival chances of species of 
wild birds by promoting their preservation and 
conservation. The foundation publishes the most 
beautiful pictures of local birds on their social 
media that show us the beauty of Aruba’s birds 
and nature in general. Aruba Today gives you 
a little peek with the following pictures and de- 
scriptions from the foundations Facebook page. 


The Great Egret 
Serenity in Aruba’s National Park, a Great Egret 
flying in peace. When it is peaceful and quite, 
beautiful things start happening in nature. 


Canadian in the house 
The breeding season is over and it’s getting 
pretty cold in North America. Shore birds have 
started moving southwards as early as July. This 
wetland beauty wants to keep its toes warm. 
Our Canadian friends know exactly where they 
can do so best. A Greater Yellowlegs rediscov- 
ering Aruba’s Bubali Wetlands. 


Cabochon 
In its living form of so much more value than 
any gemstone. Aruba’s smallest and most mas- 
ter of flight. A top pollinator. A hovering Blenchi 
inspecting the human who just entered his ter- 
ritory. 


English: Blue-tailed Emerald (male) Dutch: Blau- 
wstaartsmaragdkolibrie (mannetje). 


Aruba’s to enjoy. Aruba’s to protect.q 
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Rhythms Circus Company Aruba: putting Aruba’s name on the world stage 


Rhythms Circus Company Aruba is 
a talented group of young people 
working daily to present their art 
in the form of acrobatics, danc- 
ing, acting and singing. After an 
impactful participation in one of 
America’s biggest talent shows, 
they are now bringing their amaz- 
ing talent to Aruba! 


In a show full of light, music, and 
with performances to famous 
musical figures like Elvis Presley, 
Michael Jackson and Tina Turner, 
the group consisting of 15 people 
from various countries delights the 
audience with their artistic prow- 


ess at the Paseo Herencia Mall, 
every Wednesday and Friday 
starting at 7pm. Each day has a 
different show, so you can attend 
both nights for the complete ex- 
perience! 


The group, under the leadership of 
directors and creators Diego Jara- 
millo and Yamila Hernandez are 
opening the doors to the ballroom 
to our local audience as well as 
our visitors so that everyone can 
have the privilege of experiencing 
this wonderful show. 


Hernandez explained that the 


idea for this project started in 
2010 when she came to work in 
Aruba. After being on the island for 
a while she decided to stay and 
live here, and she met Diego Jara- 
millo, who is currently her partner. 
Together they came with the idea 
to establish a company together 
with other professional artists, with 
the goal of living from their art. 


Hernandez says that the work is 
hard – all of the performers are 
professional artists, and while the 
production of the show is not a 
challenge for them, selling the 
idea proved difficult since at the 
time, there weren’t any shows of 
its kind on the island. 


America’s Got Talent 
Currently they are offering a show 
with music, choreography and 
at the end, they have a shock- 
ing acrobatics ending, one that 
was seen my thousands of people 
around the world when the group 
travelled to Los Angeles in the Unit- 
ed States to represent Aruba in 
America’s Got Talent. Hernandez 
said that the show was very impor- 
tant for them to meet the public 
present because people could 
experience this performance live 
and right before their eyes. 


Their presentation in America’s Got 
Talent “was incredible” and they 
were able to meet the jury and 
many other artists staying there 
for three months. But the exhaus- 
tion and physical toll was so great 
that Diego suffered an accident, 
and because of this, they had to 
cancel all future commitments. 


Reservations and tickets 
To make a reservation to see 
this incredible display of creativ- 
ity and acrobatics, scan the QR 
code which will take you directly 
to their website for a booking. 
To find more information about 
RCCA, please visit their Instagram 
page @rccaruba. 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and 
we would like to portrait you! By 
inviting you to send us your favor- 
ite vacation picture while enjoy- 
ing our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to 
me is ……. Send your picture with 
that text (including your name and 
where you are from) to: news@ 
arubatoday.com and we will pub- 
lish your vacation memory. Isn’t 
that a special way to keep your 
best moments alive? Please do 


note: By submitting photos, text or 
any other materials, you give per- 
mission to The Aruba Today News- 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers 
and any of its affiliated compa- 
nies to use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for promo- 
tional purposes without compen- 
sation. 
Last but not least: check out our 
website, Instagram and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting 
our free newspaper, we strive to 
make you a happy reader every 


day again. 
For today we received a lovely 
message from Sue and Dave Ota 
who are visiting us from Gilbert, 
Arizona. 


She wrote to us saying: “Aruba to 
me is our second home! My hus- 
band and I made our eighth visit 
to Aruba this past August. It is our 
most favorite vacation spot.” 


Thank you for sending us this won- 
derful message sharing what Aru- 
ba means to you with us and our 
readers!q 
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Unique fauna of Aruba 


For a small island, Aruba sure 
has a lot of unique treasures. 
Among these, we have some 
subspecies of animals that are 
unique to our island. These 
have evolved to perfectly 
adapt to our desert climate 
and make Aruba their home. 
At the same time, they are 
part of what makes Aruba 
truly one of a kind. 


Cascabel (rattlesnake, Cro- 
talus durissus unicolor) 
According to the Arikok Na- 
tional Park, Aruba knows two 
kinds of snakes, the Santanero 
and the Cascabel. The cas- 
cabel belongs to the rattle- 
snake family. The cascabel 
is the only venomous snake 
from Aruba. It has a length of 
65cm to 100cm, and is about 
4 to 5cm wide. Its color var- 
ies from light brown to grey- 
brown, and its underbelly is 
white. On its back there are 
marks that are a little darker, 
in the shape of diamonds. 


Its reproduction is oviparous, 
meaning the offspring can 
hatch from their eggs just be- 
fore, during or immediately 
after laying. 


The cascabel lives mainly in 
the Arikok National Park. It 
likes to live in dark places, and 
is thus found hidden among 
the limestone rocks and under 
stones. As a defense mecha- 
nism, the cascabel uses its 
rattle as a warning, and it is 
not an aggressive animal. 


The cascabel feeds on lizards, 
small mammals such as rats 
and mice. It paralyzes or kills 
its prey with its venom, which 
is injected through a bite. The 
enemies of the cascabel are 
donkeys, goats, humans and 


cars. Humans are the biggest 
enemy of the cascabel, as 
they kill them and destroy 
their habitat for urbanization. 


Shoco (burrowing owl, Athene 
cunicularia arubensis) 
The shoco is a small bird which 
is seldom seen. They are ac- 
tive during the day but are 
more active later in the day 
and at night for hunting. These 
owls have very good night 
vision and very good hearing. 
The shoco is the national 
symbol of Aruba. 


The shoco has about 20cm 
of length, and the females 
are slightly heavier than the 
males. They are light brown in 
color, with many white spots. 
The belly of the Shoco is ei- 
ther white or light brown, and 
the shoco has striking yellow 
eyes. Its beak is yellow/green. 
Young owls do not have white 
spots and are lighter in color. 


The nest of the shoco is a 
burrow in the ground. If the 
shoco cannot find a burrow, 
it will dig one in soft soil. The 
shoco lays one or two eggs 
every other day until all the 
eggs are laid – a shoco can 
lay up to four eggs. The first 
owlets hatch after three to 
four weeks. The shoco owl 
takes care of the owlets for 
three months until they leave 
the nest. Only a few owlets 
survive. 


The owlrs dig burrows in the 
ground with low grass veg- 
etation. An owl can live up 
to nine years. 


Its defense mechanism is sim- 
ply to fly away or retreat to 
its burrows. They eat mostly 
insects, mice and lizards, and 


the main threats to their sur- 
vival are boas – an invasive 
species introduced by hu- 
mans as pets – and humans 
through destruction of their 
habitat. 


Prikichi (parakeet, Aratinga 
pertinax) 
The Prikichi is the national bird 
of Aruba. On Aruba, Bonaire, 
and Curaçao, parakeets can 
be found, but each of the 
three islands has a different 
breed. The Yellow-shouldered 
Amazon parakeet that we 
have on Aruba is also found 
along the coast of Venezuela. 
Unfortunately, there is inter- 
breeding between the breeds 
due to cage birds from, for 
example, Curaçao being re- 
leased on Aruba. The para- 
keet population on Aruba is 
in danger due to extensive 
deforestation occurring on 
the island because of the 
growing population. 


The prikichi weighs between 
90 to 100 grams. It has a 
greenish-brown head with 
some yellow around the eye. 
The back and wings of the 
parakeet are dark green, and 
the underside of the body 
is a lighter shade of green. 
There is also a bit of blue in the 
wings. The parakeet's beak 
is gray/black. 
Parakeets often use termite 
nests as breeding sites. Para- 
keets are found in all natu- 
ral environments (mondi) of 
the island. It defends itself by 
flying away and loud cries. 
Parakeets eat seeds from the 
pods of the Kwihi tree, Divi 
Divi, and columnar cactus. 
They also consume natural 
fruits. Its main predators are 
boa constrictors, humans. 


Conew (cottontail rabbit, 
Sylvilagus floridanus nigro- 
nuchalis) 
The Eastern Cottontail rab- 
bit (Sylvilagus floridanus) was 
probably brought over to 
the island by Indian settlers 
thousands of years ago as a 
source of food. This rabbit, 
locally known as Conew, has 
spread all over the island and 
has become part of our eco- 
system. The very adaptable 
Conew can live in a wide 
variety of habitats, includ- 
ing Aruba’s xeric scrublands, 
where it typically grazes on 
weeds and grasses. 


The Aruban Conew has a 
brownish grey color and a dis- 
tinctive white belly. This white 
fur extends to the bottom of 
the tail which becomes vis- 
ible as the rabbit runs. These 
rabbits can grow up to ap- 
proximately 40 centimeters in 
length over their short lifespan 
of 3 years. Cottontail rabbits 
reach reproductive maturi- 
ty when they are just 2 to 3 
months old. A female rabbit, 
called a doe, finds a suitable 
nest spot under a shrub or 
rocks and lines it with fur. She 
can have an average of 3 to 
4 litters per year averaging 
5 young each. The doe only 
visits her young once or twice 
a day to nurse her babies for 
a period of 2 to 3 weeks. The 


young reach independence 
at 4 to 5 weeks. 


The Aruban Conew is an en- 
dangered species and pro- 
tected by Aruban law. The 
Conew is thought to have 
drastically declined due to 
an increase in human ac- 
tivities, habitat fragmenta- 
tion and predation by the 
invasive Boa constrictor as 
well as feral cats and dogs. 
However, recently there seem 
to be more rabbit sightings 
in rural and wilderness areas 
and also in the National Park. 
This could be linked to a re- 
cent decline of the invasive 
Boa population after the 
long period of drought. As 
the Conew can reproduce 
very quickly, a short break in 
predation pressure can lead 
to a fast increase of rabbits. 
Sadly, the Boas are back on 
the rise again with the truly 
wet rainy seasons we have 
recently experienced. This 
could cause a new decline 
in the Conew population that 
was just starting to recover. 


These are but a few of Aru- 
ba’s beautiful inhabitant, 
which we must all contrib- 
ute to protect. For more in- 
formation, visit https://www. 
arubanationalpark.org/main/ 
flora-fauna/ 
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Visit the island’s popular cave sites! 


(Oranjestad)—Among the 
endless sea of dark brown 
sand and cacti, there are 
two caves hidden in the 
outskirts of San Nicolas, in 
the north-eastern area of 
the island. These caves, 
The Quadiriki cave and The 
Fontein Cave are open to 
visitors of the Arikok Na- 
tional Park, so if you ever 
decide to take an “off- 
road” tour in the park, be 
sure to visit these prehis- 
toric caves…and be sure to 
bring a flashlight! 


Quadirikiri Cave 
Known for its two cham- 
bers accompanied by a 
skylight, the Quadikiri Cave 
is the most popular cave 
among locals and tourists, 
as it is easy to walk through 
and provides great lighting 
for pictures. 


As with all prehistoric or an- 
cient sites, there is always 
a folk legend that adds to 
the lore and mystery of the 
site. The Quadirikiri cave 
is no different. The most 
well-known legend behind 
the cave could be consid- 
ered as Aruba’s first love 
story, as it tells the tale of 
the undying love between 
the chief’s daughter and 
her beloved. As legend 
would have it, the chief 
disapproved of his daugh- 
ter’s choice of lover, as 
he thought him unworthy. 
Stubborn and filled with an- 
ger, the daughter refused 
to turn away her beloved. 


So, the chief decided to 
lock her up in the Quadirikiri 


Cave, in hopes that she 
would soon calm down 
and turn away her lover. 
Her beloved, in turn, was 
locked away in the Tunnel 
of Love (Now known as the 
Huliba Cave). 


Through the pathways un- 
derneath the Tunnel of 
Love running up to the 
Quadiriki cave, the two 
love bird found each other, 
and refused to let each 
other go. Because of their 
stubbornness, 
they 
both 
died in the Quadiriki Cave, 
their ascending spirits burn- 
ing two holes in the ceiling 
of the cave. This is why the 
cave has two holes through 
which 
sunlight 
passes 
through to illuminate the 
chamber. 


Though there have been 
discoveries of Amerindian 
drawing on the wall, these 
have mostly been ruined 
by 
vandalism. 
However, 
the Fontein Cave further 
up north, provides a better 
glimpse in prehistoric Amer- 
indian paintings. 


Fontein Cave 
Longer than the Quadirikiri 
Cave, the Fontein Cave 
contains 
pathways 
that 
stretch to the limestone 
walls further down. Here 
is also where prehistoric 
drawings can be seen. 
Though this cave does not 
have its own legend, this 
was speculated to have 
been 
occupied—or 
at 
least used by prehistoric Ar- 
awak settlers on the island 
for rituals and other spiritual 


ceremonies. 


The Huliba Cave/ Tunnel of 
Love 
The Huliba Cave, formerly 
known as the Tunnel of 
Love, was once open to 
the public, and was the 
biggest and most acces- 
sible of all three caves. This 
cave had five chambers, 
including one that is heart- 
shaped. This cave had nar- 
row stairs that led to long 
pathways deep into the 
cave, with a staircase lead- 
ing to the exit on the other 
side. In one of the cham- 
bers, there used to be the 
carving of the Virgin Mary, 
put there for the protection 
of the cave. 


However, the Huliba Cave 
has 
been 
permanently 
closed for a few years now, 
as a way to preserve the 
bat population that lives 
in the cave. These Long 
Tongue Fruit Bats and In- 
sect Eater Bats are very im- 
portant to the ecosystem of 
the island. Though this cave 
is no longer accessible to 
the public, it surely is inter- 
esting to learn more about 
the history of these caves 
and the Awarak tribes that 
resided or utilized them. 


Do note that these caves 
are very dark, humid, hot, 
and are inhabited by bats. 
Do 
wear 
comfortable 
clothing and shoes, as the 
pathways in these caves 
may be rough and bumpy, 
and don’t forget to bring a 
flashlight!q 
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Did you know about... 
Basic driving rules on Aruba (part 1) 


(Oranjestad)—Have 
you 
ever felt confused when 
you’re driving on the high- 
ways or backstreets of 
Aruba? Then we present a 
simple guide to some of the 
basic rules of Aruban traf- 
fic, along with some tips for 
things to look out for. 


Speed limit 
Legally, the speed limit on 
the four-lane highways is 
80 km/h. This speed limit 
also counts for the main 
roads that are connected 
to the highways. The mini- 
mum speed is 50 km/h. 
Most people drive around 
60 km/h on the main roads 
and about 70 km/h on the 
highways. There are also ar- 
eas that indicate a speed 
limit on a sign; these are 
usually around populated 
and school areas. 


The 
four-lane 
highways 
contain the left-lane, also 
known as the “fast” lane 
for each direction. Here is 
where vehicles can drive 
up to the maximum speed. 
However, legally it is not 
permitted to drive for long 
periods of time on the left 
lane. This lane is primar- 
ily 
designed 
for 
drivers 
to switch lanes before a 
roundabout, for example, if 
your exit on the roundabout 
is on your far left. The gen- 
eral lane to drive in—both 
at maximum and minimum 
speed—is on the right lane. 


Roundabouts 
Speaking of roundabouts, it 
is important to know where 
you have to enter and 
drive on the roundabout 
to make your exit. A good 
rule of thumb is to count the 
exits starting from your right 
side. So, exit 1 would be on 
your right; exit 2 would be 
straight ahead; exit 3 would 
be on your far left and exit 4 
would lead to the road par- 
alleled to the one you’re 
on, heading in the other di- 
rection. 


Most 
roundabouts 
have 
these 4 exits, so they are 
relatively 
simple. 
When 
you’re driving on the four- 
lane highway, it is important 
to know when to switch to 
the left lane to make your 


exit: if your exit is on your far 
left (exit 3), then you need 
to switch to the left lane 
on the high way before 
nearing the roundabout 
so you can take the path 
that leads you directly to 
your exit. If your exit is on 
your right or if you’re going 
straight ahead, you can 
keep driving in the right 
lane of the highway. 


It’s also important to know 
that vehicles about to en- 
ter the roundabout must 
yield to those already on it. 
A good rule of thumb is to 
look out if someone is com- 
ing from your left side. 


However, 
other 
round- 
abouts can be quite tricky 
to navigate… 


Watty Vos Boulevard (the 
“paperclip” roundabout) 
Probably the biggest round- 
about on the island, the 
“paperclip” 
roundabout 
on the Watty Vos Boule- 
vard is one of the trickier 
roundabouts that could— 
and 
has—caused 
con- 
fused among both tourists 
and locals. However, once 
you take a good look at it, 
it’s fairly simple. The basis 
is just the same as a regu- 
lar roundabout (left exit? 
left lane! etc.), but instead 
of having four different ex- 
its like on a regular round- 
about, now you have two 
extra; one on the right and 
the other on the left side of 
the roundabout. The rules 
don’t change at all, you 


just have to keep an extra 
eye open. 


Airport roundabout 
Ah, yes. The infamous air- 
port roundabout. The fa- 
vorite roundabout amongst 
local, because of its easy 
(hard) lanes that never 
(always) cause confusion 
among 
drivers. 
Sarcasm 
aside, this roundabout can 
be tricky to enter, especial- 
ly when you’re driving from 
the direction of the airport 
heading. When you’re driv- 
ing away from the airport 
reaching the roundabout, 
you’ll be faced with three 
lanes. The far right lane is to 
take the exit 1 out heading 
east (right lane of highway). 
The middle exit is used for 
exit 1 (left lane of highway), 


2 and 3. The far left exit is 
used to only exit on exit 3 
(left lane of highway) and 
4. 


“Las Americas” round- 
about 
The Las Americas round- 
about is located near the 
Talk of the Town hotel, west 
from the airport round- 
about. 
This 
roundabout 
may look like a regular 
roundabout—and for the 
most part, it is. However, 
when you are driving from 
the east going in the direc- 
tion of town, please take 
note that there are two ex- 
its on your right. 


When you’re driving to- 
wards 
this 
roundabout, 
you’ll notice that the road 
becomes wider, splitting 
into two lanes. The right lane 
is used to take the first and 
second exit on the right. If 
you want to exit straight 
ahead, you must drive on 
the left lane! 


It’s always scary to drive in 
new places where the traf- 
fic may look and work dif- 
ferently, but once you get 
it right once, you’ll get the 
hang of it in no time. Ad- 
ditionally, all roundabouts 
and roads on Aruba have 
signs and arrows painted 
on the road to help guide 
you. So take your time, 
keep your eyes open and 
don’t forget to wear a seat 
belt! q 
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CUPERTINO, Calif. (AP) — 
Apple Inc. is raising the 
prices 
for 
its 
AppleTV+ 
streaming 
and 
Arcade 
gaming plans as well as its 
bundled Apple One ser- 
vice that includes stream- 
ing, music and other sub- 
scriptions. Arcade will now 
cost $6.99, up from $4.99. 
AppleTV+ is now $9.99, up 
from $6.99. Apple News+ 
will be $12.99, up from 
$9.99 and Apple One will 
increase to $19.95 from 
$16.95 per month for the in- 
dividual plan and to $25.95 
from $22.95 for the family 
plan. Apple One includes 
subscriptions for Apple Mu- 
sic, TV, Arcade and 200 gi- 
gabytes of iCloud storage. 
Apple said the price in- 
creases will affect the U.S. 
and “select international 
markets.”q 


By 
WYATTE 
GRANTHAM- 
PHILIPS 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Bitcoin 
is having another moment. 
The world’s largest crypto- 
currency soared to almost 
$35,000 this week, marking 
its highest point in nearly 
18 months and more than 
double the price seen at 
the start of 2023. 
The cryptocurrency rock- 
eted from just over $5,000 
each during the start of 


Bitcoin is for sale at an Automated Teller Machine at the Westfield 
Garden State Plaza shopping mall in Paramus, New Jersey, on 
March 13, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Bitcoin prices have doubled this year 
and potentially new ways to invest 
may drive prices higher 


the pandemic to nearly 
$68,000 in November 2021, 
according to FactSet, dur- 
ing an era of massive tech 
growth. Prices came back 
down to earth during an 
aggressive series of rate 
hikes from the Federal Re- 
serve as it battled inflation, 
and then the collapse of 
one of the biggest compa- 
nies in crypto, FTX. 
When 2023 began, a single 
bitcoin could be had for 
less than $17,000 after los- 


ing more than 75% of its 
value. Investors, however, 
began returning in large 
numbers this year as infla- 
tion started to cool. And 
the collapse of prominent 
tech-focused banks ac- 
tually led more investors 
to turn to crypto as they 
bailed out of positions in 
Silicon Valley start-ups and 
other more risky bets. 
Now, bitcoin is getting an- 
other boost on the pros- 
pects of creating a much 
larger pool of investors. 
Industry advocates say a 
new way to invest in bit- 
coin at spot prices, instead 
of futures, could make it 
easier for anyone to en- 
ter the cryptoverse while 
lowering some of the well- 
documented risks associ- 
ated with investing in cryp- 
tocurrencies. 
There’s 
rising 
optimism 
about the possibility of bit- 
coin 
exchange-traded 
funds a pooled invest- 
ment security that can 
be bought and sold like 
stocks potentially being 
launched.q 


The Apple logo is illuminated at a store in the city center of 
Munich, Germany, Dec. 16, 2020. 
Associated Press 


Apple raises prices for Arcade gaming 
subscription service, AppleTV+ streaming 
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La Cabana Beach and casino 
eagle beach 
studio week 39 room 
# 335 b $5 K 
1 br WK # 42 room 
# 413 c $ 6 K 
2 br WK # 41 room 
# 139 a/ b $ 10 K 
call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Marriott surf club 
Palm beach 
Gold season 
2 br 2 bath Garden view $8 K 
2 br 2 bath Ocean Front $17K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 
1 br WK # 41 room # 2571 
1 br WK # 42 room # 2501 
1 br WK # 43 room # 2530 
Price : $ 7 K each week 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
1 br WK # 43 room # 1401 
18 weeks remain $ 7 K 
1 br WK # 44/45 room #706 
32 weeks remaining on each 
Price :$ 8 K each 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi village Golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 42 room # 4115 
22 weeks remaining 
eagle building 
Price :$6 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravel.online 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Dakota: Tel. 588 4908 
San Nicolas: Tel. 584 5794 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


AI-generated child 
sexual abuse images 
could flood the internet 


By MATT O'BRIEN and 
HALELUYA HADERO 
AP Technology Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — The al- 
ready-alarming 
prolifera- 
tion of child sexual abuse 
images on the internet 
could become much worse 
if something is not done to 
put controls on artificial in- 
telligence tools that gen- 
erate deepfake photos, a 
watchdog agency warned 
on Tuesday. 
In a written report, the 
U.K.-based Internet Watch 
Foundation urges govern- 
ments and technology pro- 
viders to act quickly before 
a flood of AI-generated im- 
ages of child sexual abuse 
overwhelms law enforce- 
ment 
investigators 
and 
vastly expands the pool of 
potential victims. 
"We're not talking about 
the harm it might do," said 
Dan Sexton, the watchdog 
group's chief technology 
officer. "This is happening 
right now and it needs to 
be addressed right now." 
In a first-of-its-kind case in 
South Korea, a man was 
sentenced in September 
to 2 1/2 years in prison for 
using artificial intelligence 
to create 360 virtual child 
abuse images, according 
to the Busan District Court 
in the country's southeast. 
In some cases, kids are us- 
ing these tools on each 
other. At a school in south- 


western Spain, police have 
been investigating teens' 
alleged use of a phone 
app to make their fully 
dressed schoolmates ap- 
pear nude in photos. 
The report exposes a dark 
side of the race to build 
generative AI systems that 
enable users to describe in 
words what they want to 
produce — from emails to 
novel artwork or videos — 
and have the system spit it 
out. 
If it isn't stopped, the flood 
of deepfake child sexual 
abuse images could bog 
investigators down trying 
to rescue children who turn 
out to be virtual characters. 
Perpetrators could also use 
the images to groom and 
coerce new victims. 
Sexton said IWF analysts 
discovered faces of fa- 
mous children online as 
well as a "massive demand 
for the creation of more 
images of children who've 
already been abused, pos- 
sibly years ago." 
"They're taking existing real 
content and using that 
to create new content of 
these victims," he said. "That 
is just incredibly shocking." 
Sexton said his charity orga- 
nization, which is focused 
on combating online child 
sexual abuse, first began 
fielding reports about abu- 
sive AI-generated imagery 
earlier this year. That led 


to an investigation into fo- 
rums on the so-called dark 
web, a part of the internet 
hosted within an encrypt- 
ed network and accessible 
only through tools that pro- 
vide anonymity. 
What IWF analysts found 
were abusers sharing tips 
and marveling about how 
easy it was to turn their 
home computers into fac- 
tories for generating sexu- 
ally explicit images of chil- 
dren of all ages. Some are 
also trading and attempt- 
ing to profit off such imag- 
es that appear increasingly 
lifelike.q 


In this picture, the desktop and mobile websites for Stable Diffu- 
sion are seen, Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023, in New York. 
Associated Press 
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By HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Tens of 
thousands of books are be- 
ing banned or restricted by 
U.S. prisons, according to a 
new report from PEN Amer- 
ica. 
The list includes everything 
from self-help books to an 
Elmore Leonard novel. 
“The 
common 
concept 
underpinning the censor- 
ship we’re seeing is that 
certain ideas and informa- 
tion are a threat,” says the 
report’s lead author, Moira 
Marquis, senior manager in 
the prison and justice writ- 
ing department at PEN, the 
literary and free expression 
organization. 
Timed to the start Wednes- 
day of Prison Banned Books 
Week, “Reading Between 
the Bars” draws upon pub- 
lic record requests, calls 
from PEN to prison mail- 
rooms, dozens of accounts 
from inmates and PEN’s 
struggles to distribute its 
guide for prison writing, 
“The Sentences That Cre- 
ate Us: Crafting A Writer’s 
Life in Prison,” which came 
out last year. 
Marquis said that the most 
common official reasons 
for bans are security and 
sexual content, terms that 
can apply to a very wide 
range of titles. 
Michigan’s “restricted” list 
includes 
Leonard’s 
thrill- 
er “Cuba Libre,” set right 
before the 1898 Spanish- 
American War, and Fred- 
erick Forsyth’s “The Day of 
the Jackal,” about a pro- 
fessional assassin’s attempt 
to murder French President 
Charles de Gaulle in the 
1960s. 
Both novels were cited as a 
“threat to the order/secu- 
rity of institution.” 
“One of the books (‘Day 
of the Jackal’) deals with 
the planned assassination 
of a political leader/meth- 
ods for engaging in such 
activities and the second 
(‘Cuba Libre’) deals with 
an individual engaged in 
various criminal enterpris- 
es,” a spokesman for the 
Michigan Department of 
Corrections told The Associ- 
ated Press in an email. 
“As part of the updated 


restricted publication pro- 
cess, a new Literary Re- 
view Committee has been 
formed to review items that 
were previously placed on 
the restricted publication 
list, to determine if they 
should remain or be re- 
moved.” 
Amy 
Schumer’s 
memoir 
“The Girl with the Lower 
Back Tattoo” was flagged 
by 
Florida 
officials 
for 
graphic 
sexual 
content 
and for being “a threat to 
the security, order, or reha- 
bilitative objectives of the 
correctional system or the 
safety of any person.” 
Other books to appear on 
banned lists: Sun Tzu’s “The 
Art of War,” the compila- 
tion “Prison Ramen: Reci- 
pes and Stories from Behind 
Bars,” Barrington Barber’s 
“Anyone Can Draw: Cre- 
ate 
Sensational 
Artwork 
in Easy Steps” and Robert 
Greene’s self-help best-sell- 
er “48 Laws of Power.” 
“It’s a form of control. It’s 
the ultimate form of power 
of manipulation,” Greene 
said in a statement issued 
through PEN. 
In its report, PEN found par- 
allels between the frequen- 


cy of prison bans and book 
bannings in schools and li- 
braries. 
In Florida, PEN has estimat- 
ed that more than 40% of 
all library bans took place in 
Florida in 2022. Meanwhile, 
the organization found that 
more than 22,000 books 
are banned from Florida 
prisons the highest of any 
state as of early this year, 
with some entries dating 
back to the 1990s. Texas, 
another frequent site of li- 
brary bannings, had more 
than 10,000 prison book 
bans, second only to Flori- 
da. 
Incidents of banning are 
likely much higher than 
what PEN has compiled, 
according to “Reading Be- 
tween the Bars,” because 
record keeping by many 
prisons is erratic or non-ex- 
istent. 
Kentucky and New Mexico 
are among more than 20 
states that do not keep 
centralized records. 
“Prison 
book 
programs 
have mostly tried to raise 
awareness 
locally 
when 
prisons 
implement 
new 
censorship restrictions for 
communities they serve,” 


the report reads.“But these 
programs are largely run by 
volunteers and struggle to 
keep up with the demand 
for books even absent cen- 
sorship. The upshot is that 
there have been few na- 
tionwide efforts to analyze 
trends in carceral censor- 
ship.” 
Marquis 
says 
that 
PEN 
places bans into two cat- 
egories: 
content-specific, 
in which books are banned 
because of what they say 
or allegedly say, and con- 
tent-neutral, in which books 
are 
restricted 
because 
they are not sent through 
accepted 
channels. 
In 
Maine, Michigan and other 
states, prisoners may only 
receive books through a 
select number of vendors, 
whether Amazon.com, a 
local bookstore or an ap- 
proved publisher. In Idaho, 
Amazon and Barnes & No- 
ble are not among the nine 
approved sellers, which in- 
clude Books a Million and 
the Women’s Prison Book 
Project. 
Content-neutral 
restric- 
tions may also apply to the 
packaging (some federal 
facilities only permit white 


wrapping, Marquis says), 
and against free or used 
literature “because the in- 
tended recipient did not 
receive permission from a 
warden or similar adminis- 
trator for each specific title 
mailed to them before the 
literature arrived,” accord- 
ing to Marquis. 
A spokesman for the Idaho 
Department of Correction 
told the AP in an email that 
restrictions on packaging 
had 
become 
necessary 
because of “an increase 
in the amount of drug- 
soaked mail being sent to 
our residents.” He added 
that inmates can receive 
books and periodicals free 
of charge from authorized 
vendors and publishers. 
“We believe our guide- 
lines area a reasonable re- 
sponse to a growing prob- 
lem that puts the health 
and safety of the people 
who live and work in Ida- 
ho’s correctional facilities 
at risk,” he said. 
“Reading 
Between 
the 
Bars” follows a report re- 
leased late in 2022 by the 
non-profit newsroom the 
Marshall 
Project, 
which 
found some 50,000 banned 
prison titles, based on lists 
made 
available 
by 
19 
states. In 2019, a PEN re- 
port 
explored 
different 
levels of prison bans from 
individuals not permitted 
to receive a given book to 
state-wide restrictions and 
determined that restrictions 
were both widespread and 
arbitrary. 
“With 
over 
two 
million 
Americans 
incarcerated, 
the book-restriction regu- 
lations within the United 
States carceral system rep- 
resent the largest book ban 
policy in the United States,” 
the 2019 study reads in 
part. “The reality of book 
banning in American pris- 
ons is systematic and com- 
prehensive. 
State and federal prison 
authorities censor content 
with little oversight or public 
scrutiny. 
Often the ultimate deci- 
sion-maker about a per- 
son’s right to read is housed 
in the prison mailroom.”q 


Author Elmore Leonard appears during an interview at his Bloomfield Township, Mich., home 
on Sept. 17, 2012, left, and actor-comedian Amy Schumer appears at the premiere of Hulu’s 
Original Series “Life & Beth” in New York on March 16, 2022. 
Associated Press 


‘The Art of War,’ Amy Schumer’s memoir are banned in U.S. prisons 
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By MARK ANDERSON 
AP Sports Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — The off- 
season moves by the Bos- 
ton Celtics and Milwaukee 
Bucks got the attention of 
the NBA world and those 
who bet on the sport, which 
opened its season Tuesday 
night. 
Boston is the favorite at 
FanDuel Sportsbook at 37- 
10 to win the championship 
and Milwaukee is right be- 
hind at 41-10. 
They are co-favorites at 
BetMGM at 4-1 each. At 
Caesars Sportsbook, those 
teams along with the reign- 
ing 
champion 
Denver 
Nuggets are among the 
top three teams bet on in 
terms of numbers of tickets 
and amount of money wa- 
gered. 
The Celtics landed Jrue Hol- 
iday and traded for Kristaps 
Porzingis, and Milwaukee 
traded for Damian Lillard. 
“It’ll be interesting to see 
how both teams gel early 
on,” said David Lieberman, 
who handles NBA betting 
for Caesars. “But both of 
them ever since that Lil- 
lard trade are probably the 
two most popular futures. 
The hype is strong for both 


teams.” Boston has had the 
team to win it all recently, 
but fell in six games to the 
Golden State Warriors in 
the 2022 NBA Finals and 
went out in seven to the 
Miami Heat in last season’s 
Eastern Conference finals. 
Milwaukee went all the way 
in 2021, but the Bucks failed 


to get out of the confer- 
ence the past two seasons. 
CHAMPS DRAWING ATTEN- 
TION 
Even though the Celtics 
and Bucks won the offsea- 
son, most of the money at 
Caesars has gone to the 
Nuggets to win the title for 
the second year a row. 


Denver is second to Boston 
in the total number of tick- 
ets. 
“The Nuggets are obviously 
the best in the West right 
now,” Lieberman said. “It’s 
kind of hard to see who 
beats them, but anything 
can happen. It will be inter- 
esting to see if one of the 


Eastern teams can knock 
them off if they do end up 
in the Finals.” 
The Nuggets are the top fa- 
vorite in the Western Con- 
ference at FanDuel at 5 
1/2-1 to win the NBA cham- 
pionship. They are 27-10 fa- 
vorites to win the West. 
Denver leads the percent- 
age of tickets at BetMGM 
to win the championship 
at 19.1% and highest han- 
dle at 32.4%. The handle, 
which is the money bet, 
isn’t close. The next highest 
is the Phoenix Suns at 14.1%. 
WEMBY GETTING INTEREST 
San Antonio Spurs rookie 
Victor Wembanyama is the 
most hyped prospect in 
many years, and he’s play- 
ing in an organization with 
a rich history. 
The Spurs, however, were 
picking No. 1 overall for a 
reason after going 22-60. 
“There’s a lot of love for 
the Spurs,” Lieberman said. 
“That’s not necessarily sur- 
prising. It’s the Wemby 
hype. I think they’ll be im- 
proved. There are a lot of 
good teams in the NBA. 
They’ll be competitive, but 
I don’t see them winning 
the West or winning the 
championship.”q 


PARIS (AP) — The final 
stage of next year’s Tour de 
France will be held outside 
Paris for the first time since 
1905 because of a clash 
with the Olympics, moving 
instead to the French Riv- 
iera. 
Because of security and lo- 
gistical reasons, the French 
capital won’t have its tra- 
ditional Tour finish on the 
Champs-Elysees. The race 
will instead conclude in 
Nice on July 21. Just five 
days later, Paris will open 
the Olympics. 
The race will start in Italy for 
the first time with a stage 
that includes more than 
3,600 meters of climbing. 
High mountains will be on 
the 2024 schedule as soon 
as the fourth day in a race 


that features two individual 
time trials and four summit 
finishes. 
There are a total of sev- 
en mountain stages on 
the program, across four 
mountain ranges, accord- 
ing to the route released 
Wednesday. 
The race will kick off in the 
Italian city of Florence on 
June 29 and will take riders 
to Rimini through a series 
of hills and climbs in the re- 
gions of Tuscany and Emil- 
ia-Romagna. 
That 
tricky 
start could set the scene for 
the first skirmishes between 
the main contenders. 
Riders will first cross the Alps 
during Stage 4, when they 
will tackle the 2,642-meter 
Col du Galibier. 
“The Tour peloton has nev- 


er climbed so high, so ear- 
ly,” Tour de France director 
Christian Prudhomme said. 
And it will just be just a taste 
of what’s to come since 
the total vertical gain of 
the 111th edition of the Tour 
reaches 52,230 meters. 
The next big moment for 
two-time defending cham- 
pion 
Jonas 
Vingegaard 
and his rivals will be Stage 
7 for the first time trial in the 
Bourgogne vineyards. The 
first rest day will then come 
after a stage in Cham- 
pagne presenting several 
sectors on white gravel 
roads for a total of 32 kilo- 
meters that usually provide 
for spectacular racing in 
the dust. 
Tour riders will then head 
south to the Massif Central 


and the Pyrenees, then re- 
turn to the Alps for a pair of 
massive stages with hilltop 
finishes, at the Isola 2000 


ski resort then the Col de la 
Couillole, a 15.7-kilometer 
(9.7-mile) ascent at an av- 
erage gradient of 7.1%.q 


Boston Celtics center Kristaps Porzingis (8) hangs on the rim after a dunk against the New York 
Knicks during the second half of a preseason NBA basketball game, Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2023, in 
Boston. 
Associated Press 


Busy Celtics and Bucks drive NBA betting action, but champion 
Nuggets getting heavy action 


This photo provided by the Tour de France organizer ASO 
(Amaury Sport Organisation) shows the roadmap of the men’s 
2024 Tour de France cycling race. 
Associated Press 


Tour de France won’t finish in Paris for first time in more than a 
century because of the Olympics 
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By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
Tell the truth: How many 
people 
picked 
Arizona 
and Texas to meet in the 
World Series? 
A Rangers-Diamondbacks 
matchup had 1,750 to 
1 odds when wagering 
opened last fall. 
But in an era when 12 
teams make the playoffs, 
sustained excellence over 
the six-month regular sea- 
son has become a board- 
ing pass, not the journey, 
leading to a long shot Se- 
ries that opens Friday night 
at Globe Life Field. 
“Once you get into the 
big dance, anything can 


Texas Rangers manager Bruce Bochy celebrates after Game 
7 of the baseball AL Championship Series against the Houston 
Astros Monday, Oct. 23, 2023, in Houston. The Rangers won 
11-4 to win the series 4-3. 
Associated Press 


Long Shot World Series: Diamondbacks vs Rangers is a Fall Classic 
few saw coming 


happen,” Diamondbacks 
manager 
Torey 
Lovullo 
said before Tuesday night’s 
4-2 win at Philadelphia ad- 
vanced Arizona to its first 
World Series since 2001. 
“Throw it all out the win- 
dow. The teams that get in 
deserve to be in.” 
All the glamour teams are 
watching at home: the 
Los Angeles Dodgers and 
Atlanta Braves stumbled 
in the Division Series, de- 
fending champion Hous- 
ton was ousted by Texas, 
and the New York Yankees 
didn’t even make it to the 
postseason. Instead, Ma- 
jor League Baseball has its 
third all-wild card meeting, 


a Grand Canyon vs. Lone 
Star finale of second-place 
teams played in air-con- 
ditioned ballparks under 
retractable roofs — poten- 
tially the first all-indoor Fall 
Classic. “I thought it would 
take a little more time,” 
Diamondbacks rookie out- 
fielder Corbin Carroll said. 
“So to be able to do it in 
this first year just makes it all 
the more special.” 
Both prior all-wild card 
matchups 
went 
seven 
games. The Los Angeles 
Angels beat the San Fran- 
cisco Giants in 2002, and 
Bruce Bochy’s Giants de- 
feated the Kansas City 
Royals in 2014 for their third 
title in five years. 
Texas and the Diamond- 
backs are both two years 
removed from last-place 
finishes and 100-loss sea- 
sons. Arizona is a No. 6 
seed and Texas a No. 5. 
“Sometimes, one of the last 
hurdles to get over is that 
winning feeling, attitude, 
when you’ve been losing 
for a few seasons,” Bochy 
said. 
Bochy, 68 and in his 26th 
year as a big league man- 
ager, joined the Rangers 
last October. He is going 
for his fourth title, which 
would tie Walter Alston 
and Joe Torre for fourth- 
most behind Joe McCarthy 
and Casey Stengel (seven 
each) and Connie Mack 
(five). All prior managers 
with three or more are in 
the Hall of Fame. 
“I don’t think about me. 
I’m riding their backs, trust 
me,” Bochy said. “It’s un- 
real that I’m here, to be 
honest. Sitting at the house 
for three years, and think 
here I am going to a World 
Series. Yeah, that’s special. 
But it’s more about them 
and trying to find a way to 
get a ring for those guys.” 
Texas started play as the 
expansion 
Washington 
Senators from 1961-71 and 
has played 10,028 games 
without a title (9,964 reg- 
ular-season 
games, 
ac- 
cording to the Elias Sports 
Bureau, plus 64 in the 
postseason).q 


